Wilbraham Tollemache.
    The Tollemache Family.

The third Earl of Dysart, Lionel Tollemache, 1649-1727, a son by his mother’s first marriage, married Grace Wilbraham, an heiress. He owned three large estates, Helmingham, Harrington and Woodhey in Cheshire. He died in 1727.and Grace died 1740. He inherited Ham House on the death of his mother.

 Sir Robert Worsley, the fourth baronet of Appuldurcombe, 1667-1747, married Lady Frances Thynne and they had three children, Robert, Thynne and Frances. Robert died in 1714. Thynne married Maria Wither and they were childless. Frances Worsley, 1693-1743. 1, married Lord Carteret.(his first wife ) .She was the mother of Frances Carteret, who became the wife of the Earl Granville
Lionel, the fourth Earl of Dysart 1708-1770, 2 inherited from his grandfather married Grace Carteret 1713- 1755. 3 (Frances Carteret’s daughter) 1729., and it is this marriage that gives a family connection to the Worsleys.

Lionel, the fifth Earl, 1708-70, 4 died childless in 1799 in spite of 2 marriages, 1.) Walpole’s niece, Charlotte 5 Walpole 1738-89 and 2.) Magdalena Lewis, d. 1823.

 Lionel‘s brother, Wilbraham Tollemache, 1739- 1821 became the 6th.Earl. He married Anna Maria Lewis 1745-1804 and he died childless.

 The family relationship between the Worsley and Tollemache families on the Island..



In 1768 Sir Richard Worsley, 1751-1805 inherited Appuldurcombe and its estate. He lived at Appuldurcombe House, his mansion built by Sir Robert Worsley in 1701, on the site of an earlier Tudor house, and at the centre of the deer park designed by ‘Capability Brown’ in 1781. After an unhappy lawsuit in 1782 involving his wife Frances Neville and a neighbour Captain Bisset, of Knighton, in ‘Criminal Connection’, which was an expression at the time, used for adultery. Sir Richard won his case but was awarded pitiful costs .Sir Richard left the Court and spent five years in the Eastern Mediterranean, where he collected his Greco-Roman marbles, a collection of antique gems and many fine paintings purchased from Italian and French noblemen. On his return the house became more of a museum.  The magnificent ruin of the house,  Freemantle Gate and  Lodge on the driveway towards Newport are still worth a visit, but the mock ruin known as Cook’s Castle, designed by Brown to improve the view on the summit of the down across the valley has gone. In 1774 an obelisk was placed on the down north of the house as a memorial to Sir Robert Worsley.


 Sir Richard moved to his Marine Villa also called ‘Sea Cottage’, built in 1794, in the parish of St Lawrence and at the southern end of his Manor of Appuldurcombe and his neighbour to the east was Wilbraham Tollemache. 


 The Parish of Godshill and the Manors of Rew and Appuldurcombe reached the sea at Steephill in the Undercliff of the Isle of Wight. It was here that Sir Hans Stanley, during his first period as Governor of the Isle of Wight, between 1764 and 1768, built a ‘thatched cottage’, which appears on a print in Worsley’s History and prints by Brannon . He was a grandson of Sir Hans Sloane, who was a founder of the British Museum. The cottage was situated on the land known as Barkham`s Farm. The old farm buildings were on the south of the present road at the site of Flowers Brook and the cottage was north of the road. After he died in 1780, his sisters, Lady Mendip and Mrs Doyley, gave it to their nephew, Hans Sloane, who was M.P. for Newport. He sold it to the Hon. Wilbraham Tollemache, later the 6th. Earl of Dysart. 
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Sir Richard Worsley in 1781 ( The History of the Isle of Wight, p.221) says that Stanley’s sisters “ have lately sold Steephill Cottage to the Honourable Wilbraham Tollemache of Calverley Hall in the County of Chester.”

Wilbraham spent most of his time at Helmingham until his wife died in 1804. He was described by the diarist, Joseph Farringdon, as ”a very shy man” who “comes into a room sideways or almost backwards” He was a patron of Reynolds and Gainsborough and had an antiquarian spirit Wilbraham’s younger brother, Captain, the Hon John Tollemache, 1744-77 had died at sea and John’s son, Lionel Robert, died at the siege of Valenciennes in 1793, thus ending the male line. His hatchment is in Godshill Church.  
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Hatchment of the 6th. Earl Dysart in Godshill Church
 
Wilbraham who died in 1821 was therefore succeeded by his sister, Louisa Manners, 1745-1840.6 who became the Countess of Dysart in her own right. She sold the Steephill estate to Mr Hambrough, in 1828 and he demolished the cottage and built Steephill Castle between 1828 and 1832.

1. Frances Lady Worsley’s painting attributed to Charles d’Agar. 1669- 1723. Picture in  withdrawing room at Ham House. There is a Mezzotint by John Simon in the National Portrait Gallery. N.P.G D 2481.

2.  Painting of The 4th Earl in the Great Hall at Ham House by John Vanderbank.

3.  Painting of Grace Carteret in the Great Hall at Ham House by John Vanderbank.

4.  The 4th.Earl’s father was Lionel Tollemache, Viscount Hunting tower,  1682-1712.

5. Painting iof Charlotte Walpole in the Great Hall at Ham House by Sir Joshua Reynolds

6...Painting of Louisa Manners in the Great Hall at Ham House after a Reynolds original now in  the Iveagh Bequest
7.  Painting in Great Hall at Ham House, after Reynolds Original now in Iveagh Bequest at Kenwood


